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Since opening our doors 30 years ago CELDF has been a resource, advisor, and partner for
people engaged in resistance against real threats to their communities. We've turned hundreds
of moments of chaos around, offering coherent explanations of the power dynamics at play
and sparking a people’s movement for the rights of communities to protect themselves from
corporate abuse. CELDF is focused on what often feels like the impossible work of systemic
change even if the funding to drive the needed actions for transformation are elusive. It's been

our practice to go after the causes, not just the culprits.

In 1999 Hurricane Floyd devastated the eastern seaboard including North Carolina. CELDF

felt the effects a few years later as the factory farm industry migrated north to south-central
Pennsylvania after North Carolina imposed a moratorium because the hurricane flooded
streams and rivers with overflowing manure “lagoons” from concentrated feeding operations
(CAFOs). It was an opportunity for CELDF to work with communities to resist the corporate
takeover of farming. Our efforts eventually led us to introduce the globally groundbreaking idea
of institutionalizing the rights of nature into the law. Tamaqua Borough, Pennsylvania, with
CELDF's assistance, ignited a movement.

Flash forward 10 years (2009) to the fracking boom. CELDF engaged with thousands of people
in hundreds of communities because of the fossil fuel industry’s actions, but we used it to
expose the undemocratic system of law that lords over municipalities wherever corporate

opportunities for profit arise, no matter the cost to people and the environment.

Here we are in 2025 and here comes yet another wave of harm to communities and the land
that sustains them. The new threat to water and the landscape is data centers. At a time when
we need to end the burning of fossil fuels and preserve our clean fresh water, this new assault
on the countryside not only bolsters the fossil fuels madness for huge amounts of energy, but
also requires massive amounts of fresh water. We are being sold that we “need Al” and yet

the communities contacting CELDF for help tell us they were never even notified these data
centers were being considered. CELDFis once again in the mix as communities across the
nation are looking for answers to the same questions their neighbors posed when we stood
with them against sludging, factory farms and fracking.
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Five years ago CELDF began laying the
groundwork for expanding how we assist and
guide communities to step up against the
corporate state. Staying ahead of the curve

is what we try to do. CELDF's Community
Resistance + Resilience programis all about
foreseeing the realities of today and beyond.
But here’s the catch: building out the necessary
networks and gaining the numbers needed

to transform the system of oppressive law to

one built on equal rights and right-relationship
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A hard truth CELDF is willing to voice is that individuals and institutions need to stop funding
conventional feel-good efforts while the world around us is crumbling. It is time for those who
want to see bold action to fund CELDF and our partners, like Talking Rivers, Highlander Center,
Synergia Learning Center and Earth Quaker Action Team, as well as the instructive research of
such activist-scholars as Dina Gilio-Whitaker and Camila Vergara.

We at CELDF are truthtellers, cultural change agents, and first chair orchestra members for
transformational change. As with any revolutionary efforts, it's understood that some seeds will
sprout but many will not. And no matter how hard we push, some things just take time and require
persistence. This is why deep and ongoing financial support of CELDF's work is so critical.

We've tasked ourselves with raising S5 million over the next 5 years. Our investments are in
people and communities, not tote bags, toy stuffed animals and bumper stickers. What we are
saying is we will use your investment in us and our partners with the aim of investing in frontline
communities. We know you get it, which is why you support CELDF in the various ways you do.

We appreciate you.

All the best from the crew at CELDF,
Kai Huschke
CELDF Executive Director

Donate to CELDF today!

celdf.org | info@celdf.org



